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than the plan sponsor and the adminis-
trator’s address is known to CMS) in 
writing that CMS has made a prelimi-
nary determination that an election is 
invalid, and states the basis for that 
determination. 

(2) CMS’s notice informs the plan 
sponsor that it has 45 days after the 
date of CMS’s notice to explain in writ-
ing why it believes its election is valid. 
The plan sponsor should provide appli-
cable statutory and regulatory cita-
tions to support its position. 

(3) CMS verifies that the plan spon-
sor’s response is timely filed as pro-
vided under paragraph (d)(3) of this sec-
tion. CMS will not consider a response 
that is not timely filed. 

(4) If CMS’s preliminary determina-
tion that an election is invalid remains 
unchanged after CMS considers the 
plan sponsor’s timely response (or in 
the event that the plan sponsor fails to 
respond timely), CMS provides written 
notice to the plan sponsor (and the 
plan administrator if other than the 
plan sponsor and the administrator’s 
address is known to CMS) of CMS’s 
final determination that the election is 
invalid. Also, CMS informs the plan 
sponsor that, within 45 days of the date 
of the notice of final determination, 
the plan, subject to paragraph (i)(1)(iii) 
of this section, must comply with all 
requirements of this part for the speci-
fied period for which CMS has deter-
mined the election to be invalid. 

(k) Enforcement. To the extent that 
an election under this section has not 
been filed or a non-Federal govern-
mental plan otherwise is subject to one 
or more requirements of this part, CMS 
enforces those requirements under part 
150 of this subchapter. This may in-
clude imposing a civil money penalty 
against the plan or the plan sponsor, as 
determined under § 150.305. 

(l) Construction. Nothing in this sec-
tion should be construed to prevent a 
State from taking the following ac-
tions: 

(1) Establishing, and enforcing com-
pliance with, the requirements of State 
law (as defined in § 146.143(d)(1)), includ-
ing requirements that parallel provi-
sions of title XXVII of the PHS Act, 
that apply to non-Federal govern-
mental plans or sponsors. 

(2) Prohibiting a sponsor of a non-
Federal governmental plan within the 
State from making an election under 
this section. 

[67 FR 48811, July 26, 2002]
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Subpart A—General Provisions
§ 148.101 Basis and purpose. 

This part implements sections 2741 
through 2763 and 2791 and 2792 of the 
PHS Act. Its purpose is to improve ac-
cess to individual health insurance cov-
erage for certain eligible individuals 
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who previously had group coverage, 
and to guarantee the renewability of 
all coverage in the individual market. 
It also provides certain protections for 
mothers and newborns with respect to 
coverage for hospital stays in connec-
tion with childbirth. 

[63 FR 57561, Oct. 27, 1998]

§ 148.102 Scope, applicability, and ef-
fective dates. 

(a) Scope and applicability. (1) Indi-
vidual health insurance coverage in-
cludes all health insurance coverage 
(as defined in § 144.103) that is neither 
health insurance coverage sold in con-
nection with an employment-related 
group health plan, nor short-term, lim-
ited-duration coverage as defined in 
§ 144.103 of this subchapter. In some 
cases, coverage that may be considered 
group coverage under State law (such 
as coverage sold through certain asso-
ciations) is considered individual cov-
erage. 

(2) The requirements of this part that 
pertain to guaranteed availability of 
individual health insurance coverage 
for certain eligible individuals apply to 
all issuers of individual health insur-
ance coverage in a State, unless the 
State implements an acceptable alter-
native mechanism as described in 
§ 148.128. The requirements that pertain 
to guaranteed renewability for all indi-
viduals, and to protections for mothers 
and newborns with respect to hospital 
stays in connection with childbirth, 
apply to all issuers of individual health 
insurance coverage in the State, re-
gardless of whether a State implements 
an alternative mechanism. 

(b) Effective date. Except as provided 
in §§ 148.124 (certificate of coverage), 
148.128 (alternative State mechanisms), 
and 148.170 (standards relating to bene-
fits for mothers and newborns), the re-
quirements of this part apply to health 
insurance coverage offered, sold, 
issued, renewed, in effect, or operated 
in the individual market after June 30, 
1997, regardless of when a period of 
creditable coverage occurs. 

[62 FR 16995, Apr. 8, 1997; 62 FR 31695, June 10, 
1997, as amended at 63 FR 57562, Oct. 27, 1998]

§ 148.103 Definitions. 
Unless otherwise provided, the fol-

lowing definition applies: 
Eligible individual means an indi-

vidual who meets the following condi-
tions: 

(1) The individual has at least 18 
months of creditable coverage (as de-
termined under § 146.113 of this sub-
chapter) as of the date on which the in-
dividual seeks coverage under this 
part. 

(2) The individual’s most recent prior 
creditable coverage was under a group 
health plan, governmental plan, or 
church plan (or health insurance cov-
erage offered in connection with any of 
these plans). 

(3) The individual is not eligible for 
coverage under any of the following: 

(i) A group health plan. 
(ii) Part A or Part B of Title XVIII 

(Medicare) of the Social Security Act. 
(iii) A State plan under Title XIX 

(Medicaid) of the Social Security Act 
(or any successor program). 

(4) The individual does not have 
other health insurance coverage. 

(5) The individual’s most recent cov-
erage was not terminated because of 
nonpayment of premiums or fraud. 
(For more information about non-
payment of premiums or fraud, see 
§ 146.152(b)(1) and (b)(2) of this sub-
chapter.) 

(6) If the individual has been offered 
the option of continuing coverage 
under a COBRA continuation provision 
or a similar State program, the indi-
vidual has both elected and exhausted 
the continuation coverage.

Subpart B—Requirements Relating 
to Access and Renewability 
of Coverage

§ 148.120 Guaranteed availability of in-
dividual health insurance coverage 
to certain individuals with prior 
group coverage. 

(a) General rule. Except as provided 
for in paragraph (c) of this section, an 
issuer that furnishes health insurance 
coverage in the individual market 
must meet the following requirements 
with respect to any eligible individual 
who requests coverage: 

(1) May not decline to offer coverage 
or deny enrollment under any policy 
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